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*' Thus saith the Lobd the King of Israel, and His Redeemer 
the Loan of hosts ; I am the first, and I am the last ; and beside 
me there is no God. 

And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set it in 
order for me, since I appointed the ancient people ? and the things 
that are coming, and shall come, let them shew unto them. 

Fear ye not, neither be afraid : have not I told thee from that 
time, and have declared it ? ye are even my witnesses. Is there 
a God beside me ? yea, there is no God ; I know not any." 

Isaiah xliv. 6-8. 

"The testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of Prophecy." 

Revelation xix. 10. 
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PREFACE 



Thb Design of the following Essay, is not 
to write a Treatise on Prophecy, or to attempt 
any critical exposition of so boundless a 
Theme; but, clearly and concisely, to trace 
some of its leading outlines; and to state 
the writer's conclusions, in a manner calcu- 
lated to profit ordinary students, like himself, 
and to assist them in the study of a most 
important and necessarily intricate subject. 

There is no attempt at Originality, or to 
put forward any new scheme of interpretation ; 
but, on the contrary, he desires to re-call the 
reader's attention back to the "Old Paths; 99 — 
and, above all, to make him think less of 
what man has imagined, and to trust more 
in what God has revealed. 
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What we all need, is to have the Supremacy 
of God's word, impressed more and more upon 
our hearts and minds, by the indwelling 
power of the Holy Ghost ! 

Until Scripture tabes its right place, and 
becomes the foundation and limit, instead of 
the mere material of human reasonings — 
nothing but confusion and false doctrine can 
result. 

At the present moment, we are inundated 
with attempts to restate God's truth ; — to re- 
fashion it into accordance with the supposed 
requirements of an advancing intelligence. 
It is greatly to be feared, that the treatment 
which Prophecy has met with at the hands of 
the year-day expositors, is not calculated to 
arrest the progress of such an evil. 

The Author's earliest impressions, like those 
of most others, were in favour of the year-day 
system; but after a careful examination of 
the Volume of God's truth, he felt it could 
no longer be maintained. 
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This conviction was deepened, by a wider 
acquaintance with the opinions of the Primi- 
tive writers, and by the perusal of various 
modern supporters of Futurist Views. 

He is glad to express particular obligation 
to Mr. 0. Maitland's admirable volume of 
" The Apostle's School of Prophetic Interpre- 
tation " — to the profound writings of Mr. 
B. W. Newton — to the able exposition of Daniel 
by Mr. Tregelles — to the laborious researches 
of Mr. Tyso — to the gifted and suggestive 
"Protoplast," — to the writings of Denny — 
Darby — Trotter — Madden — Bonar — Molyneux 
— Labagh — with many other excellent treatises 
in defence of the same Canon of interpreta- 
tion : and last, though not least, to the able 
scriptural teachings of the Rev. 0. J. 
Goodhart. 

The " Horse Apocalypticae " of Mr. Elliott— 
the more recent work of "Armageddon" — the 
writings of Newton — Mede — Fleming — Bick- 
ersteth— Birks — Dallas — Paber — Prere — Oroly 
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— Cumming — are the leading works upon the 
Chronological System, with which the writer 
is acquainted. 

It was, however, from the perusal of GOD'S 
OWN WORD, that all confidence and com- 
fort were derived ; and to it, and to it ALONJE, 
he appeals, for the truth or fallacy of what he 
has now written. 

On the question of Dates, and Gentile His- 
tory, he is much indebted to Mr. Smith's 
excellent and learned " Sacred Annals." 

Names and references have, as far as possi- 
ble, been omitted — not wishing to make any 
one author responsible for opinions so many 
others equally entertain; and also to avoid 
needlessly interrupting the reader's attention. 

May God pardon all error, and bless all that 
is in accordance with His truth, for Christ's 
sake ! Amen. 



Reading, 14th. Dec, 1860. 
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THOUGHTS ON PROPHECY. 



Section I. 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS, 

To justify the study of God's Prophetic 
Word, it is only necessary to recognise the 
Space which it occupies in the Volume of His 
Truth. 

At the commencement of the most obscure 
and exclusively prophetic book in the whole 
canon of scripture, N we find, "blessed is he 
that readeth, and they that hear the words of 
this prophecy ;" and at its close, the vast im- 
portance of the investigation, is evidenced by 
the assurance, that " I, Jesus have sent mine 
angel to testify unto you these things in the 
churches ;" and by the solemn warning, « for 
I testify unto every man that heareth the 
words of the prophecy of this book, if any 
man shall take away from the words of the 
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book of this prophecy, God shall take away 
his part out of the book of life, and out of the 
holy city, and from the things which are 
written in this book." 

The practical value and benefit of the study 
of Prophecy, cannot for a moment be doubted. 

One great and important result, is the in- 
creased interest which it imparts to Scripture, 
when looked at as a whole. 

We cease to regard it as a mine of spiritual 
instruction for merely personal use and appli- 
cation ; — but as disclosing the mighty pur- 
poses of Jehovah from the beginning to the 
end of creation's eventful history ; — revealing 
the presence and the mind of God throughout 
the entire current of human affairs ; — and 
showing how the marvellous and protracted 
struggle between Christ and Satan, is even- 
tually made subservient to the vindication of 
the Divine character, and the triumph of the 
Redeemer's glory. 

It enlarges our apprehension of GOD. It 
brings the mind in contact with a vast and 
limit-less theme ; — gives meaning to the 
world's Past, Present, and Future ; — releases 
us from the absorbing and contracting power 
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of the things of time and sense ; — clothes 
Christianity with its facts; and transforms 
Faith into "the substance of things hoped 
for, — the evidence of things not seen." 

It breaks down all confidence in human 
systems; — it dissipates the dream that man 
can be his own regenerator :— and centralises 
all hope and expectation in the second Advent 
of Him, who has already come as the Sacri- 
fice, and who is shortly to be revealed as the 
King. 

Jesus stands forth to the mind; as the spirit 
of all prophecy: — the beginning and the end of 
the wondrous narration : — the solution of all 
types : — the consummation of all promises. 

On Him the affections and the purposes of 
the everlasting Eather alike converge; — and 
the " times of the restitution of all things'* 
are only vocal with HIS praises. 



Section II. 

But what is Prophecy ? 
It may be briefly described, as the pre- 
written history op God. 

b2 
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It involves Omniscience in knowledge — Om- 
nipotence in power. 

The past and the future are alike present to 
the mind of Jehovah; and all the possible 
consequences of creation — spiritual and ma- 
terial — were, in the fathomless depths of a 
past eternity, anterior to creation itself, 
foreknown and overruled. 

In God's revealed Word, we have the utter- 
ances of all times and oj all circumstances ; — 
and until the fulfilment of events transmutes 
Prophecy into History, — the entire meaning 
and adaptation of Scripture, and the won- 
drous accuracy of its language and foreseeings, 
cannot be fully estimated. 

The Bible is God's own history of Sis own 
world ; addressed to a fallen humanity ; 
written by Himself, on Mis own plan, and in 
strictest accordcmce with His own mind and 
will. 

It is a self contained Book; wholly indepen- 
dent of human investigations;— complete in 
itself; — never intended to be re-expressed by 
that being for whose guidance and instruction 
it was written: but to continue when the 
heavens and the earth that now are, shall have 
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passed away ; — an everlasting manifestation to 
all created intelligences of Jehovah's omnipo- 
tence, omniscience, and truth. 

It is surely no presumption to assert, that 
the Holy Ghost knew best what He intended to 
say, and how to say it. 

To regard the Bible as inspired, and yet to 
deal with its language as indefinite, is one of 
Satan's most ingenious devices to undermine 
its authority ; — to foster the speculative spirit ; 
— and to neutralise the power and applications 
of its distinctly historical predictions. 

To symbolise or to spiritualise what God has 
written — or, in other, terms, to try and make 
God mean what His own words do not mean, — 
is one of the great Tempter's well-de- 
vised schemes ; and his success can no where 
be better illustrated than in the writings of 
many prophetical inquirers. 



Section III. 

That God did and does literally mean what 
He predicted and predicts, may be most safely 
concluded from the history of the Past. 
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It was foretold that our Lord should be born 
of a virgin — that His family should be poor — 
that some portion of His life should be spent 
in Egypt — that in connection with His coming 
there should be heard in Ramah lamentation 
and bitter weeping — that He should be despised 
and rejected of men — that He should ride into 
Jerusalem upon an ass, and a colt, the foal of 
an ass — that He should be sold for thirty 
pieces of silver, which should afterwards be 
given to the potter — that He should be be- 
trayed by His friend — that He should not 
answer His accusers at the judgment seat — 
that He should be smitten and spitted on — 
that they should rend His garments and cast 
lots — that they should pierce His hands and 
His feet — that they should give Him gall and 
vinegar to drink — that the guilty should be 
crucified with Him, and yet that He should lie 
in the rich man's tomb ; — all this, and much 
more, as we now know beyond the power of 
contradiction, was literally pre- written, and as 
literally accomplished. 

We refer not to Babylon — to Nineveh — to 
Tyre — or to the Jewish land and people. The 
whole world, stands out one great stereotyped 
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proof, that Jehovah did mean what He said; 
and that the facts of God's history, and the 
language in which He has seen fit to embody 
them, are not mystically allied, but literally 
accordant. 

If God has so dealt with His own prophetic 
word, are we for one moment justified in as- 
suming, that what is yet to take place, is less 
literally described, or will be less literally ful- 
filled? 

Is it either reverent or safe to adopt any 
canon of interpretation, other than what is 
sanctioned by the mind of the Spirit, as 
already determined ? 



Section IV. 

It is also well to remember that the future, 
however marvellous and momentous, involves 
nothing ESSENTIALLY different or more 
miraculous than the records of the past. 

The baptism of Water, was not less a 
manifestation of super-human power, than 
will be the baptism of Fire, — "in the which the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
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and the elements shall melt with fervent heat/' 

The cleaving of the waters of the Red Sea, 
or the arrest of those of Jordan, were not 
more literally fulfilled, than will hereafter he 
the fact, when " with His mighty wind He 
shall shake His hand over the river (Euphrates) 
and smite it in the seven streams ;" or when 
He shall "utterly destroy the tongue of the 
Egyptian sea." 

The Plagues poured out upon Fharoah and 
his people, were not more literal or less won- 
derful, than will he those of the Vials upon 
the kingdom of the Beast. 

God is ever active, ever present in His own 
world; hut it is the history of the timet of Sis 
intervention, either m mercy or in judgment, 
which constitutes the leading features and de- 
tails of scripture narration. 

Revelation is no continuous statement, as 
man would have written it ; hut a selection of 
those periods of practical and spiritual apos- 
tacy, which, while they call for . and receive 
direct outpouring of judgment, are at once the 
evidence of God's ceaseless sovereignty, the 
progressive unfoldings of His future and final 
purposes. 
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Section V. 

Hence, the Bible is a book of Crisis. 

We have the crisis of the flood — of the con- 
fusion of tongues— of the destruction of the 
cities of the plain— of Israel's exodus from 
Egypt — of the first advent of Jesus. 

Bound these, scripture narrative lingers and 
scripture facts accumulate. But it is the second 
coming of Christ — the last and closing crisis 
of the present dispensation, — issuing in the 
destruction of God's enemies and in the en- 
thronement of His Son, — which forms the ever 
recurring theme — the chief burden of all pro- 
phecy. 

Bible History in its nature, is therefore 
unequal, and interrupted. 

Long intervals of time are not noticed. 
Events of the greatest human interest find no 
place. Of all the nations of the earth, only 
One, and that a small one, is historically given. 
And from the time of Israel's outcasting, until 
the time of his ingathering, Gentile as well as 
Jewish history, are alike suspended. 
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The eighteen centuries which have elapsed 
since the first Advent of our Lord, intensely 
important as they are, are not the object of 
Scripture detail. Their anti-Christian features 
are traced ; — the existence of a long brooding 
and gradually ripening apostacy is described ; 
but HISTOR T only recommences, when God's 
ancient people are again nationally present 
upon the scene ; and the parallel and synchro- 
nous career of that last headship of gentile 
power, — the wilful king of the fourth kingdom, 
the literal and final Antichrist — acting in 
conjunction with the ten kings of the revived 
and newly subdivided Roman earth — shall 
be manifested and fully revealed. 

During this long interval, the CHUBCH is 
the great object of God's care and attention. 

The Holy Ghost in his sovereign operations 
upon the consciences of n^pn, is the invisible, 
but the ever present and ever acting Agent. 

Christ's kingdom, it is said, "cometh not 
with observation;" the living stones of a 
living temple are silently preparing; and 
when the bride is made ready for her absent 
Lord, and transgression has come to the 
full; — then, Jesus comes in the clouds of 
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heaven as the anointed King of His chosen 
ones; and with His hlood-bought people, — 
children of the first resurrection — inhabitants 
of the New Jerusalem— descends in judgment 
upon the earth ; destroying his enemies with 
the breath of his mouth ; — casting Anti-christ 
and the False Prophet alive into the lake of 
fire ; — chaining Satan for a thousand years in 
the bottomless pit; — saving the believing 
remnant of the Jewish people ; — and estab- 
lishing upon the throne of David, on Mount 
Zion, His long predicted earthly reign, before 
His Ancients, gloriously. 



Section VI. 

It should also be carefully noticed, that both 
the Scene and the Time of prophecy 9 are lim- 
ited. 

The fourth kingdom— the Roman earth — is 
the centre of all primary fulfilment. 

Palestine was the limit of our Lord's jour- 
neyings and labours : and the time occupied by 
His ministry — His miracles — His sufferings — 
His death — His resurrection and ascension — 
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scarcely exceeded three years. So will Pales- 
tine and Jerusalem, become the great centre of 
Anti-christian operations, and the time of the 
reign of the Man of Sin, the incarnated of 
Satan, as the future Messiah, the persecutor 
of the saints, and the betrayer of the Jewish 
people — will be almost, if not precisely the 
same. 

Doubtless the whole world, will be, sooner or 
later, involved in the consequences of the 
second as of the first advent ; and in the Gog 
and Magog crisis of EzekieL, we glean some- 
thing of God's dealings with the outlying 
heathen nations : — and in the twenty-fourth 
chapter of Matthew, there is a still more de- 
tailed description of the judgment of the 
then living populations of the earth. But 
it is not the less true, that the direct and 
literal fulfilment of Prophecy is restricted to 
the fourth kingdom ; and that the main pres- 
sure of prediction is upon that great crisis, 
which shall issue in the destruction of its 
last king, and in the setting up of that fifth 
or Jewish kingdom, of which Christ, accord- 
ing to promise and by descent, is the rightful 
heir. 
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Section VII. 

In order to assist the mind in grasping this 
leading peculiarity of scripture history, let us 
briefly survey that wonderful evidence of Je-* 
hovah's omniscience and omnipresence, as 
illustrated in Daniel's Great Image. 

It begins at thai moment of time, when power 
over Jerusalem and the Jews, was judicially 
given into the hands of the Gentiles. 

The thoughts of the Babylonish King were 
concerning "what should, come to pass 
hereafter f" and the prophet's mission was ta 
tell him " what shall be in the latter days" 

" Thou, O king, sawest and behold, a great 
image. The image's head was of fine gold ; 
his breast and his arms of silver ; his belly and 
his thighs of brass ; his legs of iron and clay. 

" Thou sawest, till that a stone was cut out 
without hands, which smote the image upon 
his feet, that were of iron and clay, and brake 
them in pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, 
the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to 
pieces together, and became like the chaff of 
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the summer threshing floors; and the stone 
that smote the image, became a great moun- 
tain and filled the whole earth" 

" Thou art this head of gold, and after thee 
shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, 
and another third kingdom of brass, which 
•shall bear rule over all the earth. And the 
fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron — and 
whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of 
potter's clay and part of iron — the kingdom 
shall be divided, but there shall be in it of the 
strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest 
the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the 
toes of the feet were part of iron and part of 
clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong 
and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest 
iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle 
themselves with the seed of men: but they 
shall not cleave one to another, even as iron 
is not mixed with clay. And in the days 
of these kings, shall the God of heaven set 
up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed : 
and the kingdom shall not be left to other, 
people, but it shall break in pieces and con- 
sume all these kingdoms, and It shall stand for 
ever." 
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This brief but most sublime and compre- 
hensive vision, involves no statement of Time ; 
carrying us onward, without pause or interrup- 
tion, from the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, to 
the reign of Christ. 

The first, second, and third kingdoms are 
merely mentioned, to sustain continuity of 
time and character: — while all the detail of 
prophetic description, centres on the feet and 
toes, because on these last subdivided re- 
presentatives of the entire image, descends 
that crushing blow, which arrests by a 
sudden and overwhelming judgment all 
human government, and gives back power 
into the hands of Him to whom all power is 
committed, and by whom alone it can be right- 
eously and successfully wielded. 

In the seventh Chapter, we have the same 
kingdoms symbolized under the imagery of 
Beasts, and accompanied with still more ex- 
planatory detail. 

The Lion, and the Bear, and the Leopard, take 
the place of the Gold, and the Silver, and the 
Brass. While the virion again hurries onward 
to the fourth kingdom, represented as a beast 
"dreadful and terrible, diverse from all the 
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beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. 
And behold, there came up among them an- 
other little horn, before whom there were three 
of the first horns plucked up by the roots : and 
behold in this horn were eyes like the eyes of 
man, and a mouth speaking great things. I 
beheld till the thrones were oast down and 
the beast was slain, and his body destroyed 
and given to the burning flame." 

The Holy Spirit's interpretation of this 
vision is clear. "These great beasts, which 
are four, are four kings, which shall arise out 
of the earth. But the saints of the most high 
places shall take the kingdom and possess the 
kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever." 

Daniel, however, rightly perceived that the 
great object of interest was the fourth beast, 
ttnd the " ten horns which were in his head ;" 
and more especially that horn "which had 
«yes, and a mouth that spake very great 
things, whose look was more stout than his 
fellows." 

Nothing can be more unambiguous and 
direct, than the angel's reply to the prophet's 
<eager and anxious questionings. " The fourth 
Beast shall be thejourth kingdom upon earth, 
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which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and 
shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread 
it down, and break it in pieces. And the ten 
horns out of this kingdom, are ten kings that 
shall arise ; and (mother shall rise after them ; 
and he shall be diverse from the first, and he 
shall subdue three kings. And he shall speak 
great words against the Most High, and shall 
wear out the saints of the most high places, 
and think to change times and laws : and they 
shall be given into his hands until a time, and 
times, and the dividing of time. 

But the judgment shall sit, and the Saints 
shall take away his dominion, to consume and 
destroy it unto the end. And the kingdom, 
and the greatness of the kingdom, under the 
whole heaven, shall be given to the people of 
the saints of the Most High, whose kingdom 
is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions 
shall serve and obey Him." 

Here, it is obvious, we have the same suc- 
cession of empires; — with the last ten-fold 
division of the Roman earth, under ten dis- 
tinct kings : — and in addition to this, we are 
now made acquainted with the Little Horn, who 

from that moment, is the principal figure of 

c 
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the vision ; and of whom, we are also for the 
first time told, that the saints of the most 
high places shall be given into his hand, for a 
time, times, and the dividing of time. 

In the eighth Chapter, another vision is 
vouchsafed, commencing with the second king- 
dom ; symbolized under the image of a Bam 
with two horns, which is overthrown by the 
notable horn of the Goat, the symbol of the 
Third, or Brass, or Leopard kingdom. 

The object of this is to bring forward the 
additional fact, that the Little Horn springs 
out of one of the four parts, into which Alexan- 
der's Empire was divided, and to describe with 
greater minuteness his character and actings. 
" And out of one of these, came forth a Little 
Horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward 
the south, and toward the east, and toward 
the pleasant land. And it waxed great, even 
to the host of heaven, and it cast down some 
of the host, and of the stars to the ground, 
and stamped upon them, yea, he magnified 
himself even to the Prince of the Host, and by 
him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and 
the place of his sanctuary was cast down." 

Daniel, " asks how long should be the vision 
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concerning the daily sacrifice and the trans- 
gression of desolation, to give both the 
sanctuary and the host to be trodden under 
foot?" The answer is, "Unto two thousand 
three hundred days ; then 9 shall the sanctuary 
be cleansed." 

To avoid any possible misconception of the 
vision, the explanation, of what is meant by 
the Ram having two horns and the rough 
Goat, is distinctly given : and to define the 
time of the rising up of the Little Horn, we 
are told that it shall be in the latter time of 
the four kingdoms of Alexander's Empire, when 
the transgressors are come to the full. And as if 
still further to restrict the time of the vision, 
Daniel is told thrice, that " at the time of the 
end shall be the vision;" — that it should be 
" in the last end of the indignation;'' and "that 
at the time appointed, the end shall be." 

The Little Horn is then described, as a "King 
of fierce countenance, and understanding dark 
sentences ; — that his power should be mighty 
but not by his own power; that he should 
destroy the mighty and the Holy people, — and 
finally, " stand up against the Prince oj Princes* 
and be broken without hand." 

02 
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At the close of the ninth Chapter, we are 
given the additional details of his entering 
into covenant with the Jews for seven years ; 
and that in the midst of this hebdomad of 
years, he would cause sacrifice and oblation 
to cease; persevering in this course until 
himself destroyed. 

In the tenth chapter, Daniel is distinctly 
informed that while the vision was "for many 
days" its object, was to make him understand, 
" what should befall Ms people, (the Jews) , 
in the latter days." 

The close of the eleventh Chapter, is taken 
up with the same narration; telling us in 
addition, — that the abomination of desolation, 
should be set up ; — that the people that do 
know their God should be strong and do 
exploits ; — that the king should do according 
to his will ; — exalting himself above every God, 
speaking marvellous things against the God of 
Gods ; — regarding not the God of his fathers, 
nor (Christ) the desire of women, nor any 
other God ; — but should magnify himself above 
all : — though, at the same time, adopting some 
god of his own, " the god of forces," whom he 
shall acknowledge and increase with glory. 
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We are also told, "that at the time of the 
end, he shall eater into the glorious land; 
planting the tabernacles of his palace between 
the seas, in the glorious holy mountain; and 
that he should come to his end, and that 
none should help him/ 9 

Daniel then learns that at that time, 
Michael the great prince of the Jews, should 
stand up in their behalf; and that the long 
predicted time of trouble should set in. 
f§The prophet eagerly asks, " how long shall 
it be to the end of these wonders ?*' — and is 
solemnly informed, "that it shall be for a 
time, times, and a half." But on again re- 
peating the inquiry, he is told, "that the 
words me closed up and sealed till the 
time of the end; but that from the time 
that the daily sacrifice should be taken 
9>way, and the abomination that maketh 
desolate set up, there should be a thousand 
two hundred and ninety days, with a special 
promise of blessing to him who waited for 
and came to the thousand three hundred and 
five and thirty days." 

| iThe "Man of Sin," (2 Thess.)— the " Son of 
Perdition" — who opposeth and exaiteth him- 
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self above all that is called God or that is 
worshipped ; — who is energised by Satan, and 
destroyed by the brightness of Christ's com- 
ing;— is clearly a description of the same 
Individual, and of the same Crisis. 

In the seventeenth Chapter of the Revela- 
tions, we find the little Horn with seven Heads, 
and ten uncrowned horns, in active co-opera- 
tion with the ten kings ; making war upon the 
woman, the last representative of "Babylon the 
great, the mother of harlots and abominations 
of the earth." 

In the thirteenth chapter, we find the same 
Horn in his full development both of symbol and 
career; having seven Heads and ten crowned 
horns, with the features of the lion and the 
Bear and the Leopard : thus recalling his con- 
nection with the three preceding Empires, and 
deriving his power, his seat, and his great 
authority, directly from Satan himself. 

He is there pourtrayed as the object of uni- 
versal worship and wonder; speaking great 
and blasphemous things ; with power to con- 
tinue forty and two months. 

The False Prophet is now, for the first time, 
brought forward as the great supporter of the 



♦ 
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Beast ; working miracles in his presence ; giv- 
ing life to his Image, and causing all who will 
not worship it, to he killed. 

In the nineteenth Chapter, we have the 
Beast and the Kings of the earth and their 
armies, gathered together to make war against 
Him that sat on the horse and against His 
army. 

The result of this mighty conflict is the cap- 
ture of the Beast and the False Prophet ; hoth 
of whom are cast alive into the lake of Fire. 

Numerous passages from the prophets might 
be adduced descriptive of the same events, and 
pointing to the same Crisis, hut we forbear. 



Section VIII. 

The general conclusion from the whole is 
this : — that all these multiplied and accumula* 
tive statements, directly bear upon that briej 
terminating period of human history, which in- 
volves the destruction of the fourth kingdom 
under its last head; and the setting up of the 
fifth kingdom under CH&IJST, 
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That the career of the last King, and all the 
attendant events, is the great object of pro- 
phetical detail : including, as it does, the full 
maturity of the long antecedent iniquity ; — 
the final and most impious struggle of Man 
and Satan against Christ ; — the judgment and 
salvation of the Jewish people ; — and the esta- 
blishment, on Mount Zion, of the Redeemer's 
kingdom and glory. 

Precisely as in the Crisis of the Flood, a 
single generation was involved, — so, in the fear- 
ful Crisis yet to come, " That Generation shall 
not pass away, until all these things shall be 
fulfilled/ 

The Persons, — and the Locality, — and the 
Time, — and the Events, — are all literally re- 
corded, and will be literally realised. 

God's Prophetic Word, will prove a more 
lengthened and minute chronicle of the cir- 
cumstances ye* to take place; — than we now 
know it to have been, of the things already 
accomplished. 

The End of the mighty Vision, was ever, pro- 
phetically, predominant ; because it was the 
time fixed from all eternity, for the assertion 
of the righteousness and supremacy of GOD ! 
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Section IX. 

We have just stated, that the Time of these 
great events is literally given : — and this brings 
ns to the consideration of the much disputed 
questions of DATES, and the YEAR-DAY 
HYPOTHESIS. 

Were tradition to be our authority, on no 
subject could more convergent testimony be 
collected, than in favour of the idea, that the 
Days of Creation were symbolical of the Du- 
ration of the World. 

The six days, corresponding to the six thou* 
sand years of activity and struggle — the se- 
venth, to the Millennium of Best. 

It is well to recollect, that the Jews thought 
the sixth millennary near its dose, at the time 
of our Lord's first Coming ; while we now look 
forward to its completion, at the time of 
his second Advent. 

This impression has of late attracted more 
than ordinary attention ; not only from the fact 
that one thousand eight hundred and sixty 
years, have elapsed since the Saviour's birth, 
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leaving us, according to the popular chrono- 
logy, within one hundred and thirty-six years 
of the termination of the sixth Millennary ; — 
but also, from the addition of one hundred and 
thirty-three years, — founded, we believe, upon a 
correct scriptural analysis of the time elapsing 
from the Exodus, to the dedication of 
Solomon's Temple, — which must be added to 
the four hundred and eighty years, as recorded 
in the first verse of the sixth chapter of the 
First Book of Bangs. 

The result of this rectification, is to make 
the present year, correspond to A.M. 5997-8 ; 
bringing us within two years of the end of the. 
sixth Millennary. 

However plausible such a statement may 
appear, and however consonant with widely 
prevalent prepossessions, when coolly tested, 
it proves to be wholly unsatisfactory and un- 
tenable. 

The fact is, that anterior to the time when 
the rectification of Mr. Pines Clinton, and 
others, begins, — there is a difference, counting 
from the Creation to the Call of Abraham, of 
some fourteen hundred years, between the ad- 
vocates of the long and the short Chronologies* 
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We may also state, that if human testimony 
is to decide the question, — and there is no 
other — it is greatly in favour of the longer 
calculation. 

This is proved by the facts, that the latter is 
the chronology of the Septuagmt version ; — of 
the post-diluvial portion of the Samaritan; — 
of Josephus and other contemporary Jewish 
historians. That it is far more in keeping 
with the records of heathen nations ; — more 
consistent with the supposed state of the 
world's population at the time of the Disper- 
sion ; — and, that for four hundred years after the 
septuagint translation, no controversy on the 
subject existed. There is also good ground for 
supposing, that it was not called in question by 
the Western church, till the eighth century; 
when the venerable Bede evinced a partiality 
for the Hebrew computation. 

There is every reason to believe that the 
Short Chronology, originated with the Jews 
soon after their dispersion for the purpose 
of justifying their rejection of their own 
Messiah. They are indeed distinctly charged 
with thus altering the Oracles of God, by 
early Christian writers. 
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The S^foraiaiion struggle, and the con- 
sequent re-action against Popery, and all that 
appeared to come down to us through a Popish 
channel, was no doubt, the cause of its 
adoption by Archbishop Usher : and from that 
time, until recently, the "Hebrew verity " 
so called, has been defended with as much 
zeal as if the entire truth of Revelation had 
depended on that system of numbers. 

Within the past Century, some of our ablest 
biblical scholars, including Stillingfleet, Jack- 
son, Hales, Russell, and Smith, have power- 
fully advocated the longer reckoning; the 
first, asking " whether it be more probable 
that the Jews, who lived under the second 
Temple, whom the seventy followed in their 
version, had the true meaning; or the 
Talmudic Jews, after their dispersion and 
banishment from their country, when they 
were discarded by God himself from being his 
people?" While the last, concludes, "that 
the Hebrew, as a whole, appears to be utterly 
inadmissible, and the Septuagint system to 
be founded in truth." 

From the above statements, we may safely 
assert, that at the present moment, tpe aire 



THOUGHTS ON PBOFHBOT. 29 

more probably considerably advanced in the 
eighth Millennary, than at the close of the 
sixth; and that all inductions, founded on 
the shorter or popular Chronology, and all 
calculations of the age of the World, on 
such a basis, are utterly unworthy of con- 
fidence. 

The ( seven times' of Nebuchadnezzar, so 
simply given in God's word, and so clearly 
and liter ally fulfilled in the proud monarch's 
history — are transformed, by the symbolical 
school, into what is called the ' grand period' 
of two thousand five hundred and twenty 
years; (7 x 360-2520) supposed to represent the 
duration of the four Empires of Daniel's 
great Image. 

The half of this, it will be noticed, is one 
thousand two hundred and sixty; said to 
extend from Nebuchadnezzar to the estab- 
lishment of the Popedom. The other half, 
reaching onward to one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety three, or to one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty six, as counted 
from the decrees of Justinian or Fhocas. 

The threatening denounced against Israel, 
"I will punish you c seven times' for your 
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sins ;" and also the "seven times" which the 
priests were ordered to compass Jericho, have 
been similarly treated. 

Such approximate coincidences, as above 
alluded to, are differently estimated by diff- 
erent minds; but when we reflect upon the 
impossibility of determining when this * grand 
period 5 really commenced, — at the Birth — 
or the Reign — or the Captivities — or the 
Vision, &c, — and when we also remember 
that God' 8 word gives no sanction whatever 
to such an interpretation — the whole system 
becomes practically worthless— a mere crea- 
ture of the imagination. 



Section X. 

The Year-Day Theory, now so popularly 
taught, is a post-reformation scheme; un- 
known for the first fifteen centuries of the 
Church's history. Its entire purpose, is to 
make the periods of Daniel and of the Apoca- 
lypse, applicable to the Papacy. 

To accomplish this, the two thousand three 
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hundred, — one thousand two hundred and 
sixty, — one thousand two hundred and ninety, 
— and one thousand three hundred and thirty 
five days of Daniel; — with the time, times, 
and a half, — the forty two months — and the 
one thousand two hundred and sixty days 
of St. John, — are all made to represent tears ; 
and history is ransacked for some remarkable 
events, from which to commence the pro- 
phetic eras. 

The consequence of such a departure from 
the letter of the written word, has been 
endless discrepancy and confusion. 

The year-day system, if true, must have been 
absolutely necessary to a right understanding 
of the prophecies from the time of their 
delivery; and yet not once is it alluded to: 
but on the contrary, wholly set aside and 
discouraged, in the teachings of the inspired 
writers, and by our Lord himself. 

Not a single passage can be cited, which 
enjoins or even illustrates such a method of 
computation. 

The oft quoted instances from Numbers 
xiv — 33, 34, and Ezekiel iv— 5, 9, prove the 
very reverse ; days and years, being in each 
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case, used in strictest Hterality of meaning. 

Daniel's celebrated prophecy of the "Seventy 
Weeks" is relinquished by Mr. Elliott him- 
self; "because/' as he candidly remarks, "the 
Hebrew word rendered a week, has been 
shown to be a word etymologically of am- 
biguous meaning, signifying any septenary, 
and applicable to seven years as well as 
seven days.* 9 

Out of seventy instances of prophetical 
times, more than three-fourths, by the consent 
of all commentators, are to be understood 
literally; why then it may fairly be asked 
should the remainder be interpreted mys- 
tically? 

Out of forty-seven authors, collated by 
Mr. Tyso, not two can agree as to the close of 
the one thousand two hundred and sixty days* 

Thirty-two are proved to be wrong by the 
lapse of time, and the fate of the remainder 
is not difficult to foresee. 

Of forty authors on the Seals, Trumpets, 
and Vials, no two are in accordance. 

Out of thirty expositors, ten think the Pope, 
the Beast, twenty deny it : the Beast being in 
turn claimed for the old Roman Empire, the 
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new Roman Empire, the Church of Borne, 
and the Pope. As for the Pope himself, ten 
vote him the Beast, fourteen the False Pro- 
phet, and six the image of the Beast. 

The argument in favor of the system found- 
ed upon the convergence of date*, is also 
fallacious and greatly over-stated. 

Its strongest illustrations are those which 
start from the decrees of Justinian or Phocas* 

Of the true value of the latter, as trust- 
worthy data for prophetical eras, we may 
judge by the fact, that in the letter of 
Justinian to the Pope, (633) the clause, 
"we hasten to unite and to make^ subject 
to the seat of your holiness, all the priests 
of the entire Eastern region," &c, was, ac- 
cording to the best researches of mo- 
dern times, inserted by the Roman jurists, 
some centuries later. — Mr. Maitland reason- 
ably remarks, that the supporters of its 
authority, should be prepared to explain, how 
the Pope, Emperor, and Patriarch, were 
for years engaged in discussing the pre- 
cedence of the churches, without being aware 
so decisive a decree had gone forth. 

The pretended decree of Phocas (606) is 

D 
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first spoken of by Paul the deacon, in 780 : 
" This Phocas, he says, at the request of Pope 
Boniface, ordained that the ^ee of the Roman 
and Apostolic Church should be head of all 
Churches, because the Constantinopolitan 
Church had entitled itself the first of all 
Churches/ 5 

In 860, Anastasius, says the same author, 
repeats the sentence,. but, though librarian to 
the Popes, and entrusted with the charge of 
all such documents, he knows nothing of the 
decree, except from Paul. In 880, Ado sim- 
ply repeats the words; and thus, parrot-like, 
the historians repeat a sentence which they 
fear to paraphrase, and have no means of 
verifying. But against the testimony of this 
servilely copied passage, must be set the pro- 
Jotmd silence of History Jor 170 years : the 
omission of the incident in all the lives of 
Gregory, including that of John the Deacon, 
written about 870 : and probably, in the whole 
range of Byzantine historians." 

Upon such a basis, the leading advocates 
of the year-day hypothesis, venture to found 
their calculations 1 and to start and terminate 
prophetical eras ! ! 
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It is very evident why their terminating 
Dates, must, by an arithmetical necessity, 
coincide ; and it. is curious to observe, how in 
all their intervening applications, they con- 
trive continually to disagree. 

The various methods of reckoning prophetic 
times, would be amusing, were not men led 
astray, and God's Word dishonoured. 

By the most ancient christian writers, days, 
weeks, months, and years, in prophecy, were 
considered the same as what we find in his- 
tory: but by others of modern times, pro- 
phetic days, have been forced to mean seven 
days, twelve days, thirty days, thirty-three- 
and-half days, fifty days, eighty-four days, one 
hundred days, one hundred and twenty days, 
one hundred and ninety days, two hundred and 
thirty-five days, three hundred and sixty days, 
three hundred and sixty-five and quarter days ! 

Some reckon years Lunar and others Solar, 
&c, &c. 

Why all this wretched guessing and discor- 
dancy? . 

Simply, because God's literal toord is put 

aside, and man's fanciful interpretations 

substituted in its place I 

d2 
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The only course we can suggest to any one 
who desires to be satisfied with the year-day 
scheme, is to take some favourite author for 
his guide; — to adopt with an unquestioning 
faith his conclusions and his facts ; — and to 
cease from the examination of either History 
or Scripture for himself. 

A greater tissue of contradiction and un : 
certainty does not, we believe, exist ; and a 
volume might easily be written to illustrate 
its wanderings in the wilderness of its own 
inventions ! 

The celebrated " Donation'' of Constantine, 
(320) "laid up," says Pope Adrian "with 
several others in our sacred chest of the 
Vatican," making over to the Popes for ever, 
his sceptre, his purple, and his imperial 
dignity — including the gifts of all Italy and of 
Rome in particular ; — is now acknowledged by 
Romanists themselves, to have been altogether 
fictitious. Nevertheless, the imposture proved 
completely successful. The eighth century, 
which found Rome, at its commencement, 
a dependent, and insignificant portion of the 
Roman Empire, — and at its close, left her in 
possession of the Triple Croum 9 and in a 
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condition to confer upon Charlemagne, her 
benefactor, the Crown of the West, — was 
surely a more important and a more probable 
prophetical era, than the apocryphal dates and 
decrees either of Justinian or Phocas. 

Some of the earlier year-day writers, have 
so reasoned and reckoned ; — but with scarcely 
an exception, by recent year-day expositors, it 
forms no part of their calculations. 

The reason of this, is the warping misleading 
influence of a false hypothesis : — the impossi- 
bility of reconciling such a date with some 
other favourite arithmetical elements. Its ad- 
mission would invalidate what is thought to be 
the most unanswerable fact in favour of the 
year-day scheme — viz., the supposed terminal 
agreement of a variety of calculations, starting 
from different points — adopted by a variety of 
authors — holding a variety of views. 

But even this € great fact/ as already stated, 
when closely examined, dissolves into a great 
fiction ; and beyond the limits of a few well- 
known names, no such agreement can be 
found. 

Lastly, we object to the year-day system, on 
the ground of its practical results. 
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Prophecy lias become too much the subject 
of superficial table-talk. 

The Date of the termination of our Dispen- 
sation, and the last speculations of the last 
author, are too offcen discussed like other sub- 
jects of popular curiosity and interest ; and the 
hasty shallow adaptations of passing discove- 
ries and events, as corresponding to scriptural 
prediction, are too frequently canvassed like 
questions of newspaper intelligence. 

Satan is tickling the human ear with dates 
— substituting figures for the infinitely solemn 
facts that are before us ; — facts involving no- 
thing less than the everlasting interests of 
every undying spirit, — the judgment of a 
Christ-rejecting, Christ-hating world, — the 
fiery billows of an unequalled tribulation, — 
the overthrow of Satan, — and the visible 
assertion of the sovereignty and holiness of 
God. 

" For the day of the Lord is great and very 
terrible, and as a destruction from the Al- 
mighty shall it come. Woe unto you, you 
that shall desire the day of the Lord! To 
what end is it for you ? 

" Shall not the day of the Lord be darkness 
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and not light ? Even very dark, and no 
brightness in it ? " 

God in His infinite love and mercy grant 
that every one who reads these fearful words, 
may have already fled, or be now enabled to 
flee, into the cleft of the Rock of Ages, until 
the indignation be over-past ! 



Section XI. 

In the preceding observations, we are not 
discussing the abstract possibility or probability 
of prophetical fulfilment in years, correspond- 
ing to a future and literal fulfilment in days ; — 
nor are we for one moment calling in question, 
that in the counsels of Jehovah, the times and 
the seasons are foreknown and predetermined : 
but we wish distinctly to convey to the reader 
the conclusion, that such a double system of 
interpretation, cannot be deduced from the ex- 
animation of God's revealed Truth ; and that 
, every attempt to establish it on the part of 
man, has hitherto terminated in irreconcilable 
contradictions, 
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The Chronological System, it has been well 
observed, is either the mind of the Spirit, or 
it is not If it is, than it is as much "truth" 
as anything else the Spirit has tanght us- If 
it is not, then it is the merest human fancy, 
or more properly, utterly " untruth." 

A few, and but a few, rather remarkable 
coincidences in favour of the year-day theory, 
may here and there be discovered; — bat even 
these can be shown to be far less accurate as 
to Date, than is popularly supposed; — while 
their resemblance to ultimate or literal ful- 
filment, is only consonant with the unify and 
nature of the conflict which has gone on 
from the beginning. 

All great crises of human affiura, propheti- 
cally regarded, are allied by strong and 
striking similarities— the principles and the 
acting agents being, morally estimated, ever 
the same. 

But Jehovah's written predictions, are re- 
lating to events, definite as to Time, Place, 
Co-ordination, and Besults ;— and can never 
be fully understood, or really accomplished, 
except in association with all their attendant 
circumstances. 
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So speak, for instance, of the Pope, as the 
Little Horn— the Wilful King—the Man of 
Sin— the Beast— the Anti-Christ, or the False 
Prophet; — while it may be an indication of 
our Protestant zeal, is certainly no evidence of 
accurate Scriptural exposition; and can only 
tend to disturb and to dislocate God's own 
narrative, both as to time and events. 

It has been rightly observed, that Anti- 
Christ's coming will be as much a death-blow 
to Babylon, as the present establishment of 
Infidelity would be to Popery. 

The Agent raised up by God for its destruc- 
tion, can never be rightly confounded with the 
System it is intended to destroy* 

Babylon, for instance, is spoken of as a 
Woman — seductive and abandoned — prevail- 
ing through her golden cup— continuing until 
Anti-Christ — the length of her duration not 
revealed. She is succeeded by the Ten Kings, 
who burn her, and afterwards fight against 
the Lamb. She is bewailed by her accom- 
plices in crime; and contains some of God's 
people to the end. She is established on the 
seven hills. 

Antir Christ, on the other hand, is a 
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ferocious and warlike— enforcing his claims by 
the sword — the instrument of wrath upon the 
woman — continuing forty and two months — 
the head of a final apostacy — provoking Christ's 
second coming in vengeance — destroyed with 
the ten Bangs in the great battle of the Lamb 
— leaving none to lament his fall — fatal to the 
salvation of his followers — in special relation- 
ships to the Jewish people — reigning at Jeru- 
salem. 

" That this is the broad sense of Scripture," 
says Mr. Maitland, " is proved by a consent of 
writers of every age and nation," and losing 
sight of so palpable a distinction, is the cause 
of prophetical writings being so confounding 
and contradictory. 



Section XII. 

The term of "BABYLON THE GREAT, 
the mother of ALL harlots and abominations 
of the earth" cannot be clearly considered as 
limited to, though clearly inclusive of the 
Papacy. 
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The vast system of idolatrous apostacy which 
is thus described, was first manifested in the 
literal Babylon, with Nimrod for its head. 

It was then, and ever has been, an embodi- 
ment of false worship, a perversion of the 
truth, and the assumption, on the part of man, 
of the kingly and sacerdotal power. 

Every succeeding Empire, has illustrated the 
same attempt to usurp Christ's authority, and 
to set up an anti-Christian headship. 

The false worship of Daniel's fourth king- 
dom, is, in spirit, identical with what has pre- 
ceded. 

It is a delusion to speak of Paganism as 
destroyed by Christianity ! 

While Rome Papal, nominally succeeded to 
Rome Pagan, the false worship of the first was 
modified, but, in principle, — essentially con- 
tinued. 

Christianity, interwoven with Paganism, 
ever leaves the latter predominant. The 
conjunction of light with darkness, only 
heightens guilt, and intensifies evil in- 
fluences. 

In the hands of Satan, Christianity itself is 
made obstructive to its own progress— and 
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Error is afresh energised, by inoculation with 
Truth. 

Borne Christian, is only a riper develope- 
ment of Borne Pagan ;-^&ti& whether Roman- 
ism, as now manifested, is the fully ripened 
fruit of the long brooding apostacy of Babylon 
the Great;— and whether some still wider- 
spread and more seductive form of evil shall 
yet pervade the fourth kingdom, prior to the 
outpouring of God's wrath through the agency 
pf the Beast and his associated Kings — and 
whether Babylon of old shall rise up out of its 
ashes, and become again the metropolis of this 
last, but one form of spiritual rebellion— time 
alone can determine. 

But, that Babylon the Great, the Mother of 
harlots, stretches backward to her literal birth- 
place, and onward to her ultimate maturity of 
sin ; — and' that Romanism, is one of her most 
impious and terrible offspring ; — no one, guided 
by the light of Revelation, and the past his- 
tory of the Papacy, can reasonably doubt. 
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Section XIII. 

Satan's last act, be it remembered, is not 
Corruption— but Si&stitution. 

When finally expelled from Heaven, and 
his operations limited to this earth ; — when 
God in judgment shall send upon the apos- 
tate mind of man that strong delusion to 
believe a Ide ; — when the unclean spirits from 
the mouth of the Dragon, and of the Beast, 
and of the False Prophet, shall go forth unto 
the Bangs of the whole earth to marshal 
them to the battle of that great day of God 
Almighty; — when Anti-Christ, the destroyer 
of Babylon the Great, shall stand forth as a 
mighty and successful leader of the people ; — 
and when his authority shall be rendered 
irresistible by miraculous attestation ; and he 
himself, indwelt by Satan, shall assume and 
be recognised to be the object of Divine 
worship, — boldly asserting of not believing 
that he himself is God ; — at that time, it 
will not be Romanism or Mahomedanism, or 
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any other existing ism, that will be rampant ; 
but that last mad outburst of anti-christian 
usurpation and impersonation on the part of 
Satan and of Man — the last effort of long 
ages of antecedent iniquity — the long pre- 
dicted moment when God has determined 
to interfere — and when the world shall be 
judged by Him who was once the meek and 
lowly one, but who is now, with many crowns 
upon his head, for the first time recognized by 
His friends and by his enemies, as King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords. 

This is the Crisis; — the Burden of all 
Prophecy ;—the last end of the Tribulation; — 
the beginning of the Redeemer's exaltation. 

Towards it, the eye of the waiting, suffering 
Church, has ever been eagerly directed. It is 
the focus of all desire and hope, — the cause of 
angelic rejoicing,— the good time and the right 
Man in the right Place, so long expected by 
a groaning, travailing world ! 

"We give Thee thanks, O Lord God, the 
Almighty, because thou hast taken to thee thy 
great power, and hast reigned. And the na* 
tions were angry, and Thy wrath is come, and 
the time of the dead, that they should be 
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judged* and that thou shouldest give reward 
upto thy servants, the prophets — and to the 
saints, and them that fear Thy name, the 
small and the great — and shouldest destroy 
them that destroy the earth. And every crea- 
ture which is in heaven and on earth, and in 
the sea, and all things that are in them, heard 
I saying, blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the 
Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and 
ever." 



Section XIV. 

It may be here interesting to observe, under 
what imagery that old serpent, called the 
Devil, and Satan, which deceived the whole 
world, is represented to the eye of the Seer, 
in the twelfth chapter of Revelations. 

He is described as "a great Dragon, with 
seven heads, and ten horns, and seven crowns 
upon his heads." 

God's time has at length arrived, for the 
final expulsion of Satan from heaven. 
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"Michael and his Angels fought against 
the Dragon; and the Dragon fought and 
his Angels, and prevailed not; neither was 
their place found any more in heaven ; and he 
was cast out into the earth, and his Angels, 
were cast out with him." 

Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, and Greece, 
have passed away ; and the closing crisis, of 
the sixth or terrible Iron Kingdom, is shortly 
to take place. Anti-christ, its last King, is 
about to be set up. 

SATAN now stands forth on the page of pro- 
phecy, as the true energiser of the whole. 

The seven crowns of the seven church- 
molesting Empires, are all clustered upon his 
head. 

He is the great, the mighty conspirator 
throughout: — the true prompter and deviser 
of Babylon the Great. 

The ten uncrowned horns, foreshadow his 
last and most malignant combination against 
Christ, after he is cast out into the earth, 
" having great wrath," because he then 
" knows that his time is short." 

In the following Chapter, we are shown the 
Beast with seven heads and ten horns, and 
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upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads 
the name of Blasphemy. 

Here, the last Anti-Christ, the Man of 
Sin, is visioned as the personal representa- 
tive, the acting agent of Satan, in the 
last scene of the long and eventful Drama. 
But, as he himself, is only human in origin 
and duration! his heads are not crowned; 
but as the leader of the ten kings, the crowns 
are upon his horns. 

What may be precisely intended to be under- 
stood by the wounding and healing of one of 
his heads — his ascent out of the bottomless 
pit, — and the wonder of the world when they 
see the revived Beast; — we must leave to 
future events to determine. But the strength 
of the statement and of the language employed, 
combined with the irresistible character of his 
after-influence and power, renders it probable, 
that nothing less is meant, than his actual 
death and resurrection. 

Such an interpretation has been entertained 
both by early and later writers; and is also 
favoured by the fact, that the Beast is after- 
wards cast aHee into the Lake of Fire, 

Who the False JProphet may be, we are 

E 
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not informed, nor can we profitably enquire. 

He comes up out of the earth ; — is content 
porary with the career, and a sharer in the 
ruin of the Beast. With the aspect of a lamb, 
he has the tongue of a dragon. 

He does groat wonders in the presence of 
the Beast, causing fire to come down from 
heaven on the earth, in the sight of men- 
gives life to the image of the Beast— affixes 
his mark on the foreheads or in the right 
hands of its worshippers ; while he destroys all 
who refuse to be so branded or to bow down. 

The last stage of humafi rebellion, as al- 
ready observed, is the absolute assertion and 
full manifestation of GODSHIJ?* on the part 
of Mem. 

That Babel city and tower, which Satan 
has been so long erecting, will rapidly attain 
its full dimensions and elevation both of 
blasphemy and usurpation. The Temptation 
of Eden, will then be a consummated Fact. 

None but those who are indwelt by 
the Spirit of God, can possibly resist the 
wisdom and the power put forth on the side 
of Sin, in that day of daring and successful 
revolt ! 
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Whatever present appearances may indicate 
of a contrary character, it is yet absolutely 
certain, that Earth's last days, will be Earth's 
worst days ! 

Human progress will go on; — science and 
philanthropy will widen the sphere of their 
conquests ;— -civil and religious liberty will in- 
creasingly be the cry ; — commerce will be ex- 
tended; and many other circumstances con* 
spire to fan the wild dream of human ambi- 
tion ; — but beneath all this, man's heart and 
man's intellect will be increasingly alienated 
from God. 

Outward prosperity will only foster creature 
independence; and the noontide of human 
success will be rapidly followed by the dark 
night of an unexampled tribulation. 

We hear much in the present day of Develop* 
ment; — but there are only two lines of de- 
velopments possible — viz., that of Evil on the 
one hand, and of God's Purposes on the other. 
The first, terminating in defeat and in judg- 
ment; the latter, in the triumph and pure 
despotism of Christ. 



b2 
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Section XV. 

Another Prophecy, to which we may now 
profitably revert, is that of the TWO WIT- 
NESSES. 

We read, u I will give power to my two 
witnesses — and they shall prophecy a thou- 
sand two hundred and threescore days, clothed 
in sackcloth. And if any man will hurt 
them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, 
and devoureth their enemies: and if any 
man will hurt them, he must in this manner 
be killed." 

"These have power to shut heaven, that it 
rain not in the days of their prophecy ; and 
have power over waters to turn them to 
blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, 
as often as they will." 

"And when they shall have finished their 
testimony, the Beast that ascendeth out of 
the bottomless pit, shall make war against 
them, and shall overcome them. And 
their dead bodies shall lie in the streets of 
the great city, which spiritually is called 
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Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was 
crucified/' 

"And they of the people and tribes and 
tongues and nations, shall see their dead 
bodies three days and an half, and do not 
suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves." 

"And they that dwell upon the earth rejoice 
over them, and make merry, and shall send 
gifts one to another; because these two 
prophets tormented them that dwelt on the 
earth." 

"And after three days and an half, the 
Spirit of life from God, entered into them; 
and they heard a great voice saying unto them, 
come up hither. And they ascended up to 
heaven in a cloud ; and their enemies beheld 
them." 

Such is God's narrative ; — singularly specific 
and distinct, as to Time — Place — Events — and 
the Individuality of the agents employed. 

And yet, by many defenders of the year-day 
interpretation, it is made to mean anything and 
everything but what the words, literally ac- 
cepted, imply. 

We are told, for instance, that the Wit- 
nesses are the Lew and the Qwpel— the Old 
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and New Testaments— the Jewish and Gentile 
dispensations — the Waldenses and Albigenses 
— the Waldenses and Panlikians — with many 
other equally untenable suppositions. 

They are said to hare died, when Leo X 
declared the Papacy supreme; and that they 
revived, when Luther affixed his Thesis to the 
Gates of the College at Wittenburg — an in- 
terval, most happily discovered, of exactly 
three years and a half. 

From such vague surmises, let us again 
turn to the Written Word. 

" Behold, says the Holy Ghost, I will send 
you Elijah the prophet, before the great and 
terrible day of the Lord ;" so that, we know, 
with unerring certainty, who one of the wit- 
nesses will be. 

The other is not mentioned; and cannot 
therefore be positively named. 

Enoch, as translated without death, has 
been more frequently, than any other, sug- 
gested by the earliest writers; — but perhaps, 
a still stronger probability attaches to 
Moses. 

Elijah and Moses were eminently Jewish 
prophets. Moses to the whole nation, Elijah 
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more especially to tbe ten tribes. They alone, 
of all the prophets, were endowed with that 
form of miraculous power, which the witnesses 
are said to exert. 

Moses also appeared with Elijah at the 
wondrous scene of the Transfiguration, dis- 
coursing with Jesus concerning His death : — 
they were thus both witnesses of that crown- 
ing crisis of Jewish history, as if preparatory 
to their future testimony. 

God is said to have buried Moses ; while 
Michael, we are told, contended with Satan, 
for his body. 

But laying aside all speculation as to who 
the second witness may be, we know from 
God's word, that Elijah and some other 
Prophet, will be raised up at the time of 
the career of the Man of Sin ; that they will 
testify for three years and a half, to the 
Jewish people, in Jerusalem ; — that they will 
put forth miraculous power for their own 
defence and the destruction of their enemies ; — 
that they will be ultimately slain by the 
Beast; — that their dead bodies will lie three 
days and a half in the streets of Jerusalem ; — 
after which, they will be brought to life, 
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and ascend up to heaven in a cloud, in the 
sight of their enemies." 

This is what Qod plainly says; and sorely 
nothing hut injury to the cause of Scripture 
can result, from adopting any other than the 
literal acceptation of the narration, as it 
stands. 

We have not overlooked the fact, that John 
the Baptist was called Elijah by our Lord; 
though John distinctly denied that he was so. 
But the whole context of Scripture, plainly 
proves, that while John came in the Spirit and 
Power of Elijah, that the literal Elijah was 
not then to he expected; as we may gather 
from the discourses of Jesus himself, and from 
the absence of those associated events, which 
the prophets declare to be connected with the 
time of his appearing. 

The prophecy of Joel, quoted by Peter and 
said to have been then fulfilled, (Actsii. 16-21) 
is another instance of the same kind. 

Also, " they shall look on him whom they 
pierced;" (John xix, 37) which, literally ac- 
complished at Calvary, is clearly applicable 
in all its fullness of meaning, to the Jewish 
remnant, in the day of Christ's second coming. 
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In a restricted sense, prophecy may be said 
to have a double, or even multifold accom- 
plishment ; but there is only one fulfilment 
in accordance with all the attendant circum- 
stances ; and to this let us take heed, patiently 
waiting for the vision, though it tarry. 

We would also observe, that it is one thing 
to admit the principle, and to watch its appli- 
cation, by the Spirit of God; but quite 
another, to make the Bible a text book for 
man's guessings and ingenuity. 

"There shall come, in the lost days, scoffers, 
saying, where is the promise of His coming P " 
And we believe, that many of their strongest 
arguments in defence of their unbelief, will be 
derived from the writings of good men, who 
have been tempted to adapt the distinct pre- 
dictions of the Oracles of God, to an ever 
shifting scale of arithmetical computation. 
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Section XVI. 

Let us now proceed to examine Mr. Faber's 
most interesting and able essay on the estab- 
lishment and revival of the French Emperor- 
ship, in the Napoleonic dynasty ; and ascertain 
how far his adjustment of the facts to the 
coming Anti-Christ, is consistent with the 
teaching of Scripture. 

As Mr. Faber's scheme is not founded upon 
an arithmetical basis, it is not liable to the 
preceding objections ; but there are other con- 
siderations which interfere with our regarding 
it as more than an intercurrent or approxi- 
mate fulfilment of a future Crisis : having 
certain features analogous to the time of the 
End, but not the solution of a final accom- 
plishment. 

Mr. Faber's opinions were first published in 
1818 ; and the remarkable realization, of his 
then confidently expressed anticipations, has 
given to his statements more than ordinary 
interest and importance. 

The Palmary fact of his system, is as follows. 



THOUGHTS OIT PROPHECY- 59 

That the Beast, of the seventeenth of Re- 
velations, symbolises the fourth kingdom, or 
Roman Empire. That this has been a 
Unity throughout ; undisturbed by its division 
into East and West, or by any other modifica- 
tion, as to the seat or sub-division of power. 
That it so continued up to 1806 ; when Napo- 
leon compelled the Emperor of Austria 
formally to abdicate the Imperial Throne. 
That at the time of John's Vision, five forms 
of Roman polity had expired ; viz. — Kings — 
Consuls — Dictators — Decemvirs — Tribunes ; — 
and that the sixth, the Emperorship, was 
then present. 

That Napoleon constituted the Seventh, or 
short-lived Head of the Beast. That he was 
slain by the sword in 1815, and is now revived 
in the person of the actual Ruler of Prance ; 
who thus becomes the septimo-octave Head, 
and whose future career will probably prove 
to be that of the last and literal Anti-christ. 

The attempt by Napoleon the first, to 
change times and laws — which had hitherto 
been Roman — the wild outbreak of Infidelity 
—the mysterious character and marvellous 
actings of the Man— his Eastern schemes of 
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conqnesir- his scourging power over the na- 
tions of Christendom— and especially his re- 
markable relationships to the Popedom ; — all 
conspired to rfix the attention of prophetical 
students, and to deepen the conviction that 
he was the wilful King, and that the time of 
the End, was drawing near. 

Notwithstanding his removal from the scene, 
and the death of his Son ; it was confidently 
expected that another Head, either out of his 
dynasty, or one* who at all events would oc- 
cupy a similar political position, would shortly 
arise;— and the wonderful and unexpected 
elevation to supreme power of Napoleon the 
Third— must certainly be viewed as a very 
singular corroboration of such an idea. 

There is also in the history and character 
of the present ruler of Prance, as hitherto 
unfolded, much, that singularly corresponds to 
those of his predecessor; particularly as re- 
gards the connection of the French revived 
Emperorship with the Papacy. But notwith- 
standing all this, the attempt to make him the 
last headship of the subdivided fourth King- 
dom, is open to very grave, and we think fatal, 
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In the first place, it is very problematical, 
whether the Roman Empire can, with histori- 
cal fairness, he considered to have any practi- 
cal recognised existence, when the only evi- 
dence of the fact, is the retention of the title 
and the verbal assumption of power, lingering 
in the Austrian Archives. 

We are so accustomed to think of and to 
believe in its Decline and Fall, that rather 
stronger evidence, than what Mr. Faber ad- 
duces, is required, before such an impression 
can be easily relinquished. 

To interpret the five Heads which had 
fallen at the time of the Vision, as five forms 
o/ Roman polity, is most certainly at 
variance with all prophetical analogy. 

It is also, by no means clear, that only 
five pre-existing forms of Roman government 
can be traced ; for had six, seven, or eight, 
instead of five, been required to comply with 
the terms of the Vision, by the addition of 
Pro-dictators — Triumvirs — and the Interrex 
— they might easily have been found. 

The internal modifications of the Raman, 
or of any other National Polity— -(the Jews 
only excepted)— are not the object of prophe* 
tical description. 
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The a Meads" of John's Vision, as of every 
other, are representatives of Kingdom, or 
their typical Kings. 

Egypt, with its Pharoah ; — Assyria, with 
its Sennacherib; — Babylon, with its Nebu- 
chadnezzar ; — Medo-Persia, with its Darius 
and Cyrus ; — Greece, with its Alexander — had 
successively disappeared; — and the sixth, or 
Roman Kingdom — the 4th of Daniel—was 
then upon the scene. 

All these were, from the first, JEW -influen- 
cing — JEW-persecuting Kingdoms ; and hence 
their place and importance in the mind of 
JEHOVAH. 

Through the Jew, all God's mighty purposes 
were to be accomplished. Out of Sis chosen 
people, Christ himself was to come in the 
flesh : and to establish a Jewish Kingdom, and 
to put Jesus upon the throne of David — was 
the great end and crisis of human history. 

The Duration of the fourth kingdom is no 
where given. We are simply carried onward to 
the rise of the seventh Head ;— who is to con- 
tinue a short space— to be slain by the sword 
—to ascend out of the abyss — and> in conjunc- 
tion with the ten Kings, to inflict wrath upon 
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Babylon, and be himself the immediate anta- 
gonist of Christ. 

Most assuredly, such a history has not been 
fulfilled in the career of Napoleon the First : 
and still less so, up to the present moment, in 
that of his Successor. 

Another important objection, is the fact, that 
the last Anti-Christ has an Eastern and not a 
Western origin. In the 8th of Daniel — we are 
told, — that he springs out of one of the subdivi- 
sions of Alexander's empire. 

It is also distinctly stated, that He arises 
after the ten Kings, who receive power for 
one hour, with the Beast — and who unitedly 
constitute the revived and terminating aspect 
of the iron and clay section of Daniel's 
Image. 

The duration and the'career of the[ten Kings, 
are clearly synchronous with the history of the 
septimo-octave Head of the Beast ; and until 
they are present upon the scene, the • Anti- 
Christ cannot be revealed. 
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Section XVII. 

But this brings us to notice another much 
disputed point : viz., what are we to under- 
stand by the ten-fold division of the Roman 
Umpire both as to Territory and Date t 

Among the year-day theorists, we again find 
nothing but discrepancy and confusion. 

Some sixty-five nations — kingdoms, or per- 
sons—have been mentioned by different au- 
thors, as answering to the ten horns of Daniel's 
fourth Beast. 

Out of twenty-eight lists, including all the 
leading writers, no two coincide. 

The history of Machiavers list, so promi- 
nently cited, is somewhat curious and illus- 
trative. 

In 1728, Bishop Chandler finds "ten king* 
doms, neither more or less, whose names, Ma- 
ohiavel — little thinking what he was doing- 
gives us." 

They are thus quoted by the Bishop : — 1. 
Vandals; 2. Alans and Sueves; 3. Visigoths; 
4. Bur gundians ; 6. Franks; 6. Angli and 
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Saxons; 7. Ostrogoths; 8. Gepidoe; 9. Huns; 
10. Hemli and Thuringi. 

Having completed his list, as if from Machi- 
ayel, Bishop Chandler is soon copied by Bishop 
Newton; and from Bishop Newton Mr. Faber 
quotes, as he firmly imagines, the list of 
Machiavel. 

Had Bishop Newton or Mr. Faber troubled 
themselves to consult the Florentine, they 
would have found the list to contain, not ten 
kingdoms, but five, exclusive of the Byzantine 
Roman Empire. For thus writes Machiavel 
himself; "Zeno held the Eastern Empire. 
The Ostrogoths governed Mysia and Fannonia; 
the Vestrigoths, Suevi, and Alani held Cas- 
covy and Spain ; the Vandals possessed Africa ; 
the Franks and Burgundians, France. The 
Heruli and Thuringi had Italy." 

The Machiavellian list of ten kingdoms, is 
therefore a fiction. It is no less a fiction 
that he made out ten kingdoms " neither more 
nor less," than that the prophets wrote day for 
year, or that Justinian delivered up the Saints. 

Another fertile and gifted writer, after enu- 
merating twenty lists from as many divergent 
authors, in his ingenious efforts to reconcile 
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such discrepancies with the year-day require- 
ments, does not hesitate to assert, that a " ten- 
fold division such as some have looked for, 
mathematical and unvaried, would frustrate 
one half of the prediction, and would deprive 
the rest of all its freedom and moral grandeur P 

How by "these partial changes in the list 
of the doomed Kingdoms, the reproach of a 
stern fatalism, is rolled away," we must leave 
to the same writer to explain ; only remark- 
ing, that to sustain the truth of Scripture on 
the ground of its inaccuracy, is, practically, to 
cast aside its predictions as uninspired. 

The true explanation of the difficulties which 
have hitherto beset the question, — is the 
determination to include only the Western 
half, and to omit the Eastern half of the 
Roman earth; — though the latter, has been, 
and mil be, the most important in the past and 
future liistory of the fourth Kingdom. 

Another radical mistake, is to expect any 
such sub-division of power, until within a 
very short period prior to the end; and in 
closest connection with the rise of the last 
King. 

All lists therefore of the ten kingdoms, in 
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defiance of these Scriptural limitations, are 
utterly worthless; mere human imaginings; 
having no foundation in God's Word; and 
stamped throughout, with the impress of 
confusion and error. 

We may observe finally, that the separation 
of Greece and Egypt from the Turkish 
Empire, and the consolidation of an Italian 
Kingdom, now taking place, may be regarded 
as striking indications of those coming 
changes in the distribution of power in the 
fourth kingdom, which shall eventually result 
in the accurate accomplishment of God's 
literal and unfailing predictions. 

We are aware, great authorities may be 
cited, in favour of the system we reject ; 
but not one, or all of them combined, are, 
in our estimation, quite equal to Daniel and 
John; and by their definition of times and 
events, we deem it wiser and safer to abide. 

The Primitive writers certainly paid far 
more deference to the statements of God's 
prophets, than do the supporters of the year- 
day hypothesis ; who, in their efforts to roll 
back the tide of infidelity, and to vindicate 

the truth of the prophetic word* are un* 

f2 
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wittingly impairing the authority of Scrip- 
tore, and giving occasion to God's enemies 
to blaspheme. 



Section XVIII. 

Let us, in connection with the preceding 
point, make a few remarks on the nature of 
the ' Letting Pouter,' spoken of in the second 
Thessalonians. 

On this also a great variety of opinions have 
been entertained :— but we shall only refer to 
two or three of the more important. 

By the Protestant school of interpreters, the 
removal of Rome Pagan, Jor the establishment 
of Borne Papal, is the favourite solution. 

To this we have already replied, that, pro- 
phetically regarded, they are essentially the 
same ; — both, being equally founded upon the 
Chaldean model. 

The withdrawal of the Holy Ghost — thus 
fulfilling the prediction, " My spirit shall not 
always strive with man, 5 * and accounting for the 
rapid development of iniquity in the last day 
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-—has been strongly advocated as what is in- 
tended by the 'letting power;' while a writer, 
in the fifth century, considers it to be the 
Decree ofDwme Providence, hindering the 
appearance of the Man of Sin, until the time 
fixed in the counsels of Jehovah. 

We believe the most consistent and simple 
solution, the one almost universally adopted 
by the early Church, was, that the then exist- 
ing Roman or fourth Kingdom, was intended. 

The Thessalonians are said, by the Apostle, 
to know what withholdeth. 

The Apocalypse was not then written; 
but the Church, guided by Daniel, knew 
that until the last section of the great Image 
was broken up and sub-divided, the Man of 
Sin could not be revealed. 

We are now living in the time of its 
destruction; waiting for its brief revival, as 
a ten-horned manifestation of power. 

The death and resurrection of the Beast, 
may be said, to be repeated on a larger scale, 
in the death and resurrection of the Boman 
Empire. 
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Section XIX. 

What then, we may now inquire, are the 
Signs of our own Times, other than those 
which have been present in every age and 
generation from the days of the Apostles 
downwards ? 

They are, we believe, far less numerous and 
definite, than, judging from much of modern 
prophetic literature, we should be disposed 
to imagine. 

The lapse of Time since the Ascension of 
our blessed Saviour, when compared with the 
duration of former Dispensations, almost com- 
pels the mind to infer, that the End cannot 
be very distant. 

The extensive preaching of the Oospel, and 
the numerous translations and wide circula- 
tion of the Scriptures, are facts, which, in de- 
gree, are peculiar to our own times ; and seem 
almost, if not quite, to accomplish our Lord's 
prediction, that the " Gospel of the kingdom, 
must first be preached for a Witness unto all 
nations, and that then shall the end come." 
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The present state of the Jewish people; — 
the efforts made in their behalf ; — their altered 
position and acknowledged importance ; — may 
be fairly cited as among the special premoni- 
tions of coming changes. 

The re-occupation of the North of Africa by 
European power ; the singularly revived in- 
terest in the affairs of the East ; — the separate 
existences of Egypt and Greece ; — the waning 
of Mahomedan bigotry and ascendancy ; and 
the indoctrinating of Eastern nations with the 
democratic feelings and thinkings of the 
West ;— may all be rightly looked at as pre- 
parations for an approaching crisis. 

The rousing up of China and other popula- 
tions, after long ages of spiritual and political 
stagnancy, may also be included as bearing 
upon the End. 

In the Western nations, we find the Clay 
element and influence rapidly extending ; the 
breaking loose from former creeds and systems ; 
— the prevalence of a rationalistic philosophy ; 
— an increasing hatred of priestcraft ; — and a 
general indication of fresh centres and subdi- 
visions of power in Christendom. 

All these may be justly considered as ad- 
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umbrations of the End;— but not the End 
itself. Nor do they furnish us with any 
elements by which we may calculate the near- 
ness of its approach. 

There is, in fact, nothing before us, to 
answer the question of the Apostles, "what 
shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of the 
End of the World?" 



Section XX. 

But, we again ask, what are the events pet 
to take place, which mil constitute the direct 
signs of Christ's approach, and give to His 
waiting people the power of calculating the 
period of His manifestation P 

To this a very distinct and Scriptural 
answer may be given. 

We are, in the first place, to expect a par* 
tial restoration of the Jews to their own 
Land ; their Temple to be rebuilt ; and Jewish 
worship to be re-established in Jerusalem. 

The Roman Earth, including the Eastern 
and Western limbs — must pass into a ten- 
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Ibid sub-division; and very shortly after, the 
career of the last King— the Anti-Christ— 
will very unsnspeotedly begin, and quickly 
progress to its fall development. 

That the whole political power of the fourth 
Kingdom, will combine for the destruction of 
Babylon the QreaU 

That Palestine will be the last centre of 
political events. 

That the Jews will at first be in covenant 
with, and afterwards be persecuted by the 
Man of Sin. 

That Anti-Ohrist, in conjunction with the 
False Prophet, will set up the " abomination of 
desolation," spoken of by Daniel, in the Temple 
at Jerusalem ; and that then, the time of his 
continuance will be known to God's waiting 
people. 

That Elijah, and some other prophet, shall 
witness for 1260 days in Jerusalem. 

That the death and resurrection of the wit- 
nesses, will be followed by the pouring out of 
the vials, and by the second coming of Christ, 
with all its attendant events. 

To the world, as in the days of Noah, that 
coming will be utterly unexpected, and die- 
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believed; "for when they shall say, Peace and 
safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon 
them, as travail upon a woman with child; and 
they shall not escape. But, ye brethren, are 
not in darkness, that that day should overtake 
you as a thief/ 9 

How rapidly such scenes may be matured, it 
is, at the present moment, quite impossi- 
ble to state. In the mean time, Jesus is say-* 
ing continually to His people, "in your patience 
possess ye your souls ; and take heed to your- 
selves, lest at any time your hearts be sur- 
charged with surfeiting and drunkenness, and 
cares of this life; — and so that day, come upon 
you as a snare. For, as a snare shall it come 
on all them that dwell on the face of the whole 
earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, 
that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all 
these things which shall come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of Man." 



Section XXI. 

We have not, as yet, even mentioned the 
Seals, or the Trumpets, or the Vials. Their 
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exposition would carry us far beyond the limits 
assigned to this rapid sketch; but it is clear 
from what precedes, that we regard the whole 
Apocalypse, — with the exception of the first 
four chapters, and the episodal history of the 
Woman, — as the expansion of the crisis so 
gradually unfolded in the several visions of 
Daniel; and that in the Seals and the 
Trumpets and Vials, we have the still further 
amplifications of the last days. 

We view them therefore as still unfulfilled : 
— and in their structure, to be more or less, 
inclusive — successive — and synchronous; the 
Vials being wholly judicial and retributory ; 
the fillings up of God's wrath ; and restricted 
to the kingdom of the Beast. 



Section XXII. 

On the Rapture oj the Church, we have also 
been silent; — and shall now merely remark, 
that it clearly takes place very shortly ante- 
rior to the time of the end ; near the close of 
Anti-Christ's reign ;-— before the Vials are 
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ensured; asetd ia closest association with 
Christ's second advent, to judge the world. 



Section XXIII. 

Another interesting inquiry will here 
naturally suggest itself; viz.,' have we any 
scriptural data, for ascertaining whether 
ENGLAND will he exempted from the last 
tribulation? 

We think not 

Her great light and privileges, as the Dis- 
penser of God's truth, involve proportionate 
responsibility. 

Her national re-alliance with the system of 
Babylon, and the fearful dereliction of all 
religious principle in her government acts— 
the expression, be it remembered, of a wide- 
spread national Apostacy — combined with the 
deep under current of corruption in her na- 
tional Zion, — and the presence of a widely 
spreading and specious infidelity ; — all, so fax 
as present appearances can be judged, dis- 
courage the hope that she will escape 
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participation in that terrible crisis, for which 
the Roman Empire, and the world generally, 
have so long been preparing. 

God grant, that she may remember whence 
she has fallen, and repent, and do her first 
works ; that her candlestick be not removed ; 
and the Nation whom God has so highly 
exalted, become not like the Jews, the scene 
of His special indignation ! 



Section XXIV. 

As to the future of Europe m general, we 
find nothing in God's Word, to justify specific 
anticipations. We know that all the countries 
subjugated by the Roman Power, will share 
in a common catastrophe ; and that some 
fresh adjustment of Territory and Rule, will 
immediately precede its closing History. 

In the moral features of Christendom, it is 
now easy to recognise that extensive seed- 
sowing of principles, which shall hereafter re- 
sult in the last wild outbreak of human 
Apostacy and Rebellion. 
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Section XXV. 

In that most remarkable Revivalism, now 
going on throughout the civilised world, — so 
demonstrative of the Holy Ghost's Sovereignty 
and Power! — so wonderfully influencing the 
rising generation; — may we not see a clear 
indication of a coming Crisis ; — the rapid in- 
gathering of the living stones of Christ's 
living Temple ; — the preparation of a witness- 
ing people, who in the quickly coming day of 
blasphemy and rebuke, shall be enabled to 
testify against evil, — to give an answer of the 
hope that is in them, — and to overcome by 
the Blood of the Lamb ? 



Section XXVI. 

Let us also for a brief moment inquire, what 
are we to infer from the suppression of 
Rome's Temporalities? 

That Borne as a City and a System, con- 
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tinues till near the time of the End, and that 
it then undergoes judicial destruction, there is 
every reason to conclude; but, whether its 
connection with the ' States of the Church,' be 
of any importance or not, we see nothing in 
Scripture to enable us to decide. 

The treatment, she is now experiencing, 
may be said to be something akin to what is 
predicted in the 17th of Revelations ; but so 
it might have been thought in former crises of 
her history, and so it may again be thought of 
others, still to be undergone. 

It is quite conceivable, that the loss of the 
Temporal Power, may be followed by re-action 
in Rome's favour ; and her spiritual despotism 
be for a time increased. 

The very country which proved her greatest 
oppressor, now extends to her the right hand 
of its protection; and many other equally 
strange and unforeseen contingencies! may lie 
latent in the future. 

God has revealed no calculable limits to 
Rome' 8 continuance. 

Until the Little Horn and the Ten Kings 
begin to play their part, the time of Rome's 
destruction cannot be determined. 
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Viewing present changes me FINAL, is the 
constant temptation; and forgetting ail the 
associated fulfilments which are synchronous 
with particular predictions, is the main source 
of prophetical mis-application and hade. 



Section XXVII. 

As we have before observed, there is more 
involved in the history and destruction of 
Babylon the Great, than what merely applies 
to the Popedom*, and the entire bearing of 
Scripture statements upon the vast and 
lengthened system of apostacy, so designated, 
can only be estimated at the time of their 
literal and ultimate accomplishment. 

The full meaning, for instance, of the eigh- 
teenth of Revelations, is certainly a question 
of considerable difficulty ; unless we are sat- 
isfied with our own crude interpretation of 
scripture language. 

To what extent the tide of human interests 
will roll back to the scene of their origin, we 
are not in circumstances to pronounce. The 
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attitude of watching, rather than of predicting, 
seems the one now assigned to the students of 
ike prophetic Word. 



Section XXVHL 

There are many other questions of interest 
which do not come within the scope of our 
remarks : hut before bringing these observa- 
tions to a close, it may be profitable to take a 
rapid survey of the leading features of the 
DISPENSATIONS which are over, of the 
.one which is expiring, and of those which are 
to follow. 

By the term Dispensation, we simply mean 
Clod's method of dealing with the world for 
the promulgation of His truth, and the esta- 
blishment of His worship. 

Four Dispensations have already passed 
away : the fifth is drawing to a close, while 
two, remain to be accomplished. 

The dawn of Creation was one of unclouded 
beauty and blessing. God dwelt and talked 
with the Man whom He made after His own 
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image; and Adam's fellowship and communionr 
was with GOD. 

By the Fall, death and disorder reigned** 
The Child, was at once transformed into the 
Rebel. 

The only records, were the laws of sacrifice, 
— the law of the Sabbath, and the law of 
Marriage. The Seal, was the Tree of life; 
and the Termination, was the Flood. 

In the Noachic Dispensation — God is againr 
personally present— and converses with His 
servant. He enlarges the record of His com- 
munications : — the Seal of His covenant, is 
the Rainbow ; — and the Termination, the over- 
throw and destruction of the Cities of the^ 
Plain. 

In the third or Abrahamic dispensation, 
God again appears and converses with Abra- 
ham. He enlarges His revelations ; — promul^ 
gates His law ; confirms His covenant ; and 
seals it with the rite of Circumcision. 

It terminates, in the desolation of Egypt^ 
paid the overthrow of Fharoah and his Hosts. 

Next comes the Mosaic Dispensation. Here 
again God personally appears and converses ; 
unfolding a far fuller revelation of His will % 
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establishing a new Covenant, and sealing it 
with the Blood of sprinkling. 

The terminating Judgments, were the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, and the dispersion 
of the Jews. 

In the fifth, or Christian Dispensation, 
'• God who at sundry times and in divers man- 
ners spake in times past unto the Eathers, 
hath in these last days spoken unto us by His. 
Son-" unveiling the higher mysteries of Grace 
—making known the presence and operations 
of the Holy Ghost — establishing a new Cove- 
nant, and sealing it, with Baptism and the 
Holy Supper. 

It terminates in the great day of God's wrath 
—the wrath of the Lamb ! 

The sixth, or Millennial Dispensation, now 
follows* It is featured by the binding of Satan 
— the kingship of Jesus — the Heavenly glory 
of His risen people — and the Earthly glory of, 
the Jews. 

But even here, it terminates in judgment ; 

for fire from Heaven comes down upon God's 

enemies ; and the Devil who deceived them, is 

cast into the Lake of fire. 

Then comes the awful interval of the Great, 

g2 
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White Throne, and the judgment of the dead ; 
— followed by the Seventh, or fined Dispensa- 
tion, — the New Jerusalem state. 

It is ushered in by the Vision of a new 
Heavens and a new Earth, tar the first Heaven 
and the first Earth are passed away ; and we 
hear the blessed assurance, that the tabernacle 
of God, is, as at the first, with Men ; that He 
will dwell with them, and they shall be His 
people, and God Himself shall be with them, 
and be their God. And He that sat upon the 
Throne, said "Behold, I make all things 
New!" 

Such is the scantiest possible outline of the 
world's stupendous narrative; summed up 
in that briefest and most inclusive of all 
histories, — w for since by Man came death, by 
Man came also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive. But every man in his own 
order : Christ the first-fruits ; — afterward, they 
that are Christ's, at Mi* coming ; then cometh 
the End, when He shall have delivered up the 
Kingdom to God, even the Father ; when He 
shall have put down all rule and all authority 
and power. For He must reign, till He hath 
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put all enemies under His feet. And when 
all things shall he suhdued unto Him, then 
shall the Son also Himself he suhject unto 
Him that put all things under Him. That 
God may he all in all." 

Before such wondrous, such infinite utter- 
ances, bursting with the determinate counsel 
and foreknowledge of God, we can only, like 
the prophets of old, fall down with our faces to 
the ground, exclaiming, or rather feeling , " O 
the depths of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of GOD I How unsearchable 
His judgments, and His ways past finding 
out ! For who hath known the mind of the 
Lord ? or who hath been His counsellor ? or 
who hath first given to Him, and it shall be 
recompensed unto Him again ? For of Him, 
and through Him, and to Him, are all 
things : to whom be glory for ever ! Amen 
and Amen." 
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